
06.10.2023

Welcome to the Faculty of Biological

and Veterinary Sciences

Guide for first-year
students



Spis treści

2

Let's take the first steps together

1. Map of the University campus in Toruń 
2. Academic glossary
3. Organization and communication at the Faculty
4. Authorities of the NCU and the Faculty of Biological and Veterinary

Sciences
5. Dean’s office
6. Our website
7. Our social media
8. Organization of the academic year
9. Matriculation and organizational meeting with advisors
10. Map of the Faculty
11. Before the first class – student ID card, medical examination
12. Before the first class – Central Authentication Service – setting up a 

University account, first login
13. Before the first class – USOS System, registration for classes
14. Support for students with certified disabilities or health issues and 

psychological and psychiatric support
15. Student development – Student Council, Students Scientific

Associations at the Faculty of Biological and Veterinary Sciences
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Let's take the first steps together – WE’RE HERE

Institute of Veterinary
Medicine
13 Szosa Bydgoska Street

Faculty of Biological and 
Veterinary Sciences
1 Lwowska Street



4

Let's take the first steps together – MAP OF THE UNIVERSITY CAMPUS
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Let's take the first steps together – Academic glossary

• Dean – the person in charge of a particular Faculty, has his deputies, who bear the title of Vice-Deans

• Dean's hours – time off from studying, which is announced by the Dean of a given Faculty and applies only to classes held at a given Faculty

• Matriculation – the enrollment of someone as a student of a higher education institution, a ceremony of admitting new students to the first year of 
study

• Juvenalia - Students' Days – a time when students take over the city of Toruń; instead of classes, concerts and parties are held

• Course coordinator – the lecturer responsible for a specific subject, provides students with the established grading system and the established 
learning outcomes before the beginning of the semester

• Group leader – a student who represents a specific group of students before the year representative and academic staff

• Student advisor – an employee appointed by the Dean, who represents the interests of students to the Faculty authorities and academic staff. The 
student advisor provides advice and assistance to students both in individual matters (solving organizational problems, with course credit or other 
problems, Erasmus+, selection of a supervisor and thesis topic) and concerning the functioning of the Faculty
If you have a problem and are looking for help or support, the first steps should be taken towards your advisor whom you will meet at the organizational 
meeting. 

• Regulations of studies – you’ll find the rights and obligations of a student - https://www.umk.pl/studenci/regulamin/

• Rector – the most important person at the University, who runs it, has his deputies, who bear the title of Vice-Rectors 

• Year representative – is the student equivalent of the class president, i.e. the student who represents the entire year before the academic staff (sets 
the dates of exams, credits, is the person "to contact" between lecturers and students)

• Lecturer/Instructor – the equivalent of a teacher at the University. The Lecturer gives lectures and the Instructor gives practical classes

https://www.umk.pl/studenci/regulamin/
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Let's take the first steps together – Organization/Communication

Student

Year representative / group

leaders

Student advisor

Lecturer

Faculty’s Student Government

Council

Students scientific associations

Special needs:
- Office for the service of disabled

persons
- Psychological/psychiatric support

Dean’s office

Faculty Authorities

University Authorities
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Rector Magnificus
prof. dr hab. Andrzej Sokala

Vice-Rectors:

- for Research – First Deputy Rector

prof. dr hab. Wojciech Wysota

- for Education

prof. dr hab. Przemysław Nehring

- for Student’s Affairs

prof. dr hab. Beata Przyborowska

- for Collegium Medicum

prof. dr hab. Kornelia Kędziora-Kornatowska

- for Cooperation with Social and Business 

Environment 

prof. dr hab. Aldona Glińska-Neweś

Let's take the first steps together - AUTHORITIES 
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Let's take the first steps together – FACULTY AUTHORITIES

Dean of the Faculty of Biological and Veterinary Sciences
prof. dr hab. Justyna Rogalska

Vice-Dean for Students and Organization of Education
dr Edyta Adamska

Vice-Dean for Economics and Development
dr hab. Maciej Ostrowski, prof. UMK

Vice-Dean for Research and Internationalization
prof. dr hab. Mariusz Skowroński

Dean’s Plenipotentiary for Education in Biology Studies
dr Anna Hetmann

Dean’s Plenipotentiary for Education for Veterinary Studies
dr hab. Jarosław Sobolewski, prof. UMK
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Let's take the first steps together – DEAN’S OFFICE

What major/ what issue? To whom? Contact Other

• Biology,

• Forensic biology, 

• Sports and wellness, 

• Veterinary medicine

mgr Ewa Specjał,
phone no. (56) 611-25-04, 
e-mail: ewaspec@umk.pl

• Biotechnology,

• Molecular diagnostics,

• Student’s Council,

• Doctoral Student’s Council,

• Student Scientific Groups,

• Material assistance benefits for students: 

social scholarship or scholarship for 

persons with disabilities or Rector's 

scholarship, allowances

Lidia Wiśniewska,
phone no. (56) 611-44-42, 
e-mail: lidwis@umk.pl

Detailed information 

(including criteria, required 

documents, deadlines) on 

material assistance benefits 

can be found at: 

www.stypendia.umk.pl

• Global Change Biology,

• Erasmus+ program, 

• Promotion of the Faculty mgr Michalina Górska,
phone no. (56) 611-44-44, 
e-mail: mgorska@umk.pl

• student certificates Each of the above persons depending 
on your field of study

https://www.biol.umk.pl/wydzial/dziekanat/

1. Check which Dean’s office staff member leads your major – direct your questions and problems to that particular person
2. We handle matters during students' reception hours, i.e. Monday through Friday from 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.

http://www.stypendia.umk.pl/
https://www.biol.umk.pl/wydzial/dziekanat/
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Let's take the first steps together - DEAN’S OFFICE
-

What major/ what issue? To whom? Contact Other

• timetables

• technical issued related to USOS, 

mgr Edyta Rutkowska,  
phone no. (56) 611-25-83, 
e-mail: edyrut@umk.pl

• Dual career program (student-athlete) University Sports Center
https://www.ucs.umk.pl/student/

Templates of other downloadable documents can be found on the Faculty website
https://www.biol.umk.pl/student/dokumenty-do-pobrania/
Submission of applications: by post/ via USOS account (scan of signed document) / box in the hallway in front of the Dean's Office

https://www.biol.umk.pl/wydzial/dziekanat/

1. Check which Dean’s office staff member leads your major – direct your questions and problems to that particular person
2. We handle matters during students' reception hours, i.e. Monday through Friday from 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.

https://www.ucs.umk.pl/student/
https://www.biol.umk.pl/student/dokumenty-do-pobrania/
https://www.biol.umk.pl/wydzial/dziekanat/
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Let's take the first steps together

OUR WEBSITE –
https://www.biol.umk.pl

https://www.biol.umk.pl/
https://www.biol.umk.pl/wydzial/
https://www.biol.umk.pl/wydzial/
https://www.biol.umk.pl/student/
https://www.biol.umk.pl/student/
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Let's take the first steps together

FACULTY’S SOCIAL MEDIA - https://www.biol.umk.pl/

https://www.biol.umk.pl/
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Let's take the first steps together – ORGANIZATION OF THE ACADEMIC 
YEAR  

WINTER SEMESTER from October 1st to February 19th 2024

Inauguration of the academic year 2023/2024 2 October 2023 

Classes from 3 October 2023 to 22 December 2023 

Winter holidays from 23 December 2023 to 7 January 2024 

Classes from 8 January 2024 to 5 February 2024 

Winter examination session from 6 February 2024 to 18 February 2024

UNIVERISTY HOLIDAY 19 February 2024 

Retake winter examination session from 20 February 2024 to 4 March 2024 

SUMMER SEMESTER from February 20th 2024 to September 30th 2024

Spring holidays from 29 March 2024 to 2 April 2024

Classes from 3 April 2024 to 14 June 2024

Summer examination session from 15 June 2024 to 28 June 2024 

Summer holidays from 29 June 2024 to 30 September 2024

Classes from 20 February 2024 to 28 March 2024

Retake summer examination session from 1 September 2024 to 14 September 2024 

https://www.biol.umk.pl/student/organizacja-roku-akademickiego/

https://www.biol.umk.pl/student/organizacja-roku-akademickiego/
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Let's take the first steps together

• 2 October 2023 (inauguration of the academic year)

• 3 October 2023 (matriculation)

• 30-31 October 2023 

• 1 November 2023 (All Saints Day)

• 2-3 November 2023

• 11 November 2023 (National Independence Day)

• 6 January 2024 (Epiphany)

• 1 May 2024 (Labor Day)

• 2 May 2024

• 3 May 2024 (Constitution Day)

• 10-12 May 2024 (Juvenalia) (!!!)

• 30 May 2024 (Corpus Christi Day)

• 31 May 2024

ADDITIONAL DAYS OFF FROM CLASSES

*Some days off are made up for on the dates set by the Rector
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The prepared map of the 
Faculty will help you to find 
suitable lecture and 
exercise rooms.

- main entrance at
1 Lwowska Street

- organizational
meeting
Room no. 173A
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Let's take the first steps together

Classes for Veterinary students will also be held here:

Institute of Veterinary Medicine
13 Szosa Bydgoska Street
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Let's take the first steps together

STUDENT ID CARD

• A student ID card entitles you to statutory discounts. Up-to-date 
information is available at the Student Government.

• However, before you get your ID card in your hands, log in to the IRK 
system (Internet Candidate Registration - https://irk.umk.pl/pl/) and make 
sure your photo is accepted.

• Don't forget the obligation to pay the fee for the ID card in the amount of 
PLN 22. If you do not pay the fee, the ID card will not be printed. If you 
complete the formalities, the ID card will be waiting for you at the Dean's 
Office from October 2.

• Medical examination - required only for first-year veterinary medicine 
students. You will get a referral to a medical doctor when you pick up your 
ID card, and you can do it at any clinic. You give the certificate back to the 
Dean's Office.
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SETTING UP A UNIVERSITY ACCOUNT

• Every NCU student is required to have an account on the central 
account server administered by UCI (University IT Center). 

• A student has one account regardless of the number of majors he 
or she pursues.

• To create an account, type in any browser:
http://www.uci.umk.pl/skrypty/konto/study.php

• A system will be launched to support creating the accounts by 
students. Indicate the type of study: 1st and 2nd degree (full-time 
and part-time) and follow the instructions.

Let's take the first steps together – CENTRAL AUTHENTICATION SERVICE

http://www.uci.umk.pl/skrypty/konto/study.php
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First login

Once the form is properly filled out, you can log in at the Central 
Authentication Service.

https://login.umk.pl/login

ID: album_number*@stud.umk.pl  
password: ******** 

*album numer can be found on your IRK account
in the Education tab. 

315840@stud.umk.pl

********

Let's take the first steps together – CENTRAL AUTHENTICATION SERVICE

https://login.umk.pl/login
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Let's take the first steps together – CENTRAL AUTHENTICATION SERVICE

What do you see when you log in correctly?

• IMP – student’s mail (check it daily!)
• USOS – University Study-Oriented System 
• APD - (Archive of Diploma Theses)
• NCU Libraries (here you’ll find the information on how to borrow

books)
• E-Portfolio
• Library training
• NCU Moodle (some classes online)
• Microsoft 365 account (some classes online)
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Let's take the first steps together – USOS System

Important!

• From October 1st to 7th sign the „electronic student’s oath”.

If you do not take the oath you will be removed from the list of students.

• Do you have any problem? Please contact the University IT Center

https://www.uci.umk.pl/index.php/Specjalna:KontaktPomoc

You can also wirte directly to pomoc@uci.umk.pl or call 56 611 27 27

• You can download the mobile aplication
„Mobilny USOS UMK”

System USOS – University Study-Oriented System 

https://www.uci.umk.pl/index.php/Specjalna:KontaktPomoc
mailto:pomoc@uci.umk.pl
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=pl.umk.mobilny&hl=pl&gl=US&pli=1
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=pl.umk.mobilny&hl=pl&gl=US&pli=1
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Let's take the first steps together – USOS System

Important information!

• The schedule of classes is always announced on the 
website 2 weeks before the beginning of each 
semester

• The date and time of registration for classes at our 
Faculty is announced for each major separately

• Online registration is required for physical education 
classes held at the University Sports Center

• Online registration is required for classes taught by
University Center for Foreign Languages

USOS System: REGISTRATION FOR CLASSES

1. Go to the Faculty website and find your class schedule.
2. Arrange your individual schedule of classes, taking into account affiliation to 

the one and the same group in each subject.
3. Remember: you register yourself for all subjects in the USOS system.
4. You will receive detailed information about the registration rules to your

student’s e-mail account a few days before the registration begins. 
5. Detailed instruction
6.   In case of any problems, please report them to your advisor. 

https://www.biol.umk.pl/kierunki-studiow/
https://www.ucs.umk.pl/student/
https://ucjo.umk.pl/student/lektoraty/
https://www.umk.pl/usos/dokumentacja/rejestracja_na_zajecia.pdf
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Let's take the first steps together

SUPPORT for students with certified disabilities
or special needs

Applications for support are considered on a case-by-case basis.

Team for Students with Disabilities
33 Gagarina St. (Dormitory no. 11)

phone: (56) 611-49-83, 
e-mail: BON@umk.pl,

link: https://bon.umk.pl

https://bon.umk.pl/
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Let's take the first steps together

PSYCHOLOGICAL/PSYCHIATRIC SUPPORT

The University Center for Support and Personal Development 
was established as a response to the needs and problems

reported by students. 

The purpose of the Center is to provide psychological and psychiatric
support and to undertake activities for the personal development of 

members of the academic community. 

University Center for Support and Personal Development
e-mail: osrodek_wsparcia@umk.pl

https://wsparcie.umk.pl

https://wsparcie.umk.pl/
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Let's take the first steps together – STUDENT DEVELOPMENT
Students scientific associations

• Students Scientific Association of Biologists

• Students Scientific Association "Biotechnologia thoruniensis"

• Students Scientific Association "Tetrapoda"

• Students Scientific Association "Gorączkowo zapaleni"

• Association of Veterinary Students at Veterinary Medicine Institute in Toruń 

(IVSA Toruń)

• Students Buyatric Association „Res Ruminantiae”

• Students Scientific Association „Res Anatomiae Animalium”

• Students Scientific Association of Veterinary Surgery „VetCaRe”

• Students Hippiatric Association „Equi Vita”

• Students Association of Veterinary Internists

„Ad Morbos Canum et Felium”

If you are full of passion for biological or veterinary sciences, and your enthusiasm and interests
go far beyond teaching classes, sign up for one of the students scientific associations!

List of all NCU students scientific associations: 
https://www.umk.pl/studenci/organizacje/organizacje/

https://www.bio.umk.pl/kola-naukowe/
https://www.umk.pl/studenci/organizacje/organizacje/
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• trips for studies

• trips fro internships

as part of programs: ERASMUS+, YUFE, Excellence 
Initiative – Research University 

• Research grants

• Grant4sudent (ID-UB/EI-RU) programs, grants for research

clubs, external foundations grants for students

Let's take the first steps together – STUDENT DEVELOPMENT

https://www.umk.pl/wspolpraca/erasmus_plus/

Students who came to our Faculty within the ERASMUS program

Partner countries:

Czech Republic, France, Germany, 
Greece, Italy, Turkey, Lithuania, 

Portugal, Romania, United Kingdom, 
Spain.

https://www.umk.pl/wspolpraca/erasmus_plus/
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STUDENT DEVELOPMENT during the course of study

Let's take the first steps together – STUDENT DEVELOPMENT

https://www.umk.pl/wspolpraca/erasmus-plus-2021-2027/
https://www.umk.pl/wspolpraca/erasmus-plus-2021-2027/
https://idub.umk.pl/
https://idub.umk.pl/
https://www.umk.pl/yufe/
https://www.umk.pl/yufe/
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Academic choir

It graces many university events 
and wins international laurels

https://chor.umk.pl/

University Sports Center

about 20 sports to choose from in physical education,
including aerobics, Aikido, callanetics, soccer and indoor
soccer, swimming, volleyball, table tennis

Katarzyna Zillmann the world champion!

Only in NCU

Dual carrer of 
a student - athlete

Let's take the first steps together – STUDENT DEVELOPMENT

https://www.umk.pl/wiadomosci/?id=20160622153318
https://www.umk.pl/wiadomosci/?id=20160622153318
https://chor.umk.pl/
http://www.ucs.umk.pl/
http://www.ucs.umk.pl/
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Let's take the first steps together– Student Council

Currently, the Student Government is also responsible for:
Personal accident insurance

Accommodation Committee (Dormitories) https://www.umk.pl/studenci/akademiki/

https://www.facebook.com/samorzadWNBiW.UMK/ https://www.samorzad.umk.pl/

https://www.facebook.com/samorzadWNBiW.UMK/
https://www.samorzad.umk.pl/

